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[57) ABSTRACT

A keyboard (10) is provided for use with computer type
devices. The keyboard (10) provides thumb-actuated
keys (52, 54, 56, and 58) for controlling the cursor in all
four directions without removing either hand (42a or
42b) from its home position (40a or 40b); and the key-
board (10) includes thumb-actuated keys (62, 64, 66, 68,
70, 72, 74, 76, and 78) for performing other text-control
operations without removing either hand (42a or 42b)
from its home position (40a or 40b). The character keys
(18) are divided into two spaced-apart groups (28a and
28b); and a function-control pad (34), which includes
function keys (38), is disposed in longitudinally-dis-
posed and laterally-staggered rows (364, 365, and 36¢),
and is interposed between the groups (28z and 28b) of
the character keys (18). Some of the function keys (90a
and 90b) include heights (80), top-surface profiles (88a
or 88b), and/or side-surface profiles (92a or 92b), as an
aid in positioning the hands (422 and 42b) in the home
row (20) and in home positions (40a and 40b), and as an
aid in distinguishing the various rows (36a, 365, and 36¢)
of function keys (38) by feel.
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